JOAN KATKUS MEMORIAL SCHOLARSHIP

This Department scholarship was initiated in 2010, approved at the 2011 State Convention and named after Past National President Joan Katkus, with the wishes of her family for the use of the funds in the Department of Alaska Investment CD.  Per the Katkus family “Joan and Henry Katkus felt very strongly about education.  Both expressed, on numerous occasions at family gatherings, how an education was the one thing that no one could ever take away from a person.  An education is critical to a strong community, state, and nation.  Beyond a family environment centered on values and ethics was the emphasis on education.” 
Each year we pay tribute to the memory of this sister by offering a scholarship to a qualified veteran’s child, who would like to further their education.

VALUE
One scholarship of $2,000 is available to a veteran’s child High school age or above of the State of Alaska to pursue further education.  

ELIGIBILITY
Applicant shall be a veteran’s child High school age or above of the State of Alaska.  

BASIS OF AWARD
Commitment to higher education is a primary requisite, along with financial need.

METHOD OF SELECTION
A committee consisting of educators and a member of the VFW and Auxiliary will select the State winner from one winning applicant submitted from each Auxiliary in the State of Alaska.  An alternate recipient shall be selected should the Department winner decline due to unforeseen circumstances.

APPLICATION PROCEDURE
Applicant shall submit a typed one-page essay outlining his/her career goals and commitment to higher education, and addressing the Who, Where, What, Why, How and Financial Reason, if applicable for this scholarship. Application will be addressed to the Auxiliary to the VFW in the local area for judging, with one winning entry submitted to the Dept. Chairman to be judged against all others submitted throughout the Department of Alaska. All letters shall be confidential. The winner must be given the name and address of the Department Treasurer so that the educational facility may confirm, by letter, the enrollment of the winner.  The Department Treasurer will then issue a check to the facility in the winner’s name.

[bookmark: _eg0pt3jzypxl]DEADLINE
Deadline for Auxiliaries to send the applications/letters to the Department Ambassador is April 1st.  

 AUXILAIRY TO
THE VETERANS OF FOREIGN WARS

JOAN KATKUS MEMORIAL SCHOLARSHIP

APPLICATION FORM 2025-2026

Applicants Name 										
Address 											
City _______________ State _____________ Zip ________ Phone ________
Name of Institution of higher education of learning you plan to attend _______________________________________________________________
Your ONE PAGE ESSAY should include:
1. A description of commitment to higher education and why would receiving this scholarship be important to you?
2. What course of study do you plan to pursue?
3. When will you be utilizing this funding?
4. Where is this institution of higher education located?
5. Why you feel the need for this funding? (Financial Need)
6. How this will help your educational goals.
7. Your name, address and phone number.

Deadline _______________________
	(Established by Auxiliary so that judging, etc., can be accomplished to meet Department deadline of April 15th)




VFW Auxiliary Post #_______________ Chairman’s Name __________________
Address ___________________________________________________________
Phone Number ___________________




Application form updated May 2025.
		
